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CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS ACT 2004 — REVIEW 
Statement by Attorney General 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [3.06 pm]: On 10 June 2014 the 
Building Commissioner, Mr Peter Gow, announced the appointment of Professor Philip Evans of 
Curtin University to lead an independent statutory review of the Construction Contracts Act 2004. 
Professor Evans is a well-known expert on construction law and adjudication. The act facilitates the rapid 
adjudication of payment disputes in the construction industry, prohibits unfair contract terms that may slow or 
stop the payment flow through the contracting chain, and implies fair and reasonable terms into contracts when 
they are not in writing. The review will examine the act’s operation and may make recommendations to the state 
government on whether changes are needed to this and other related acts to facilitate better industry outcomes in 
terms of security of payment for construction industry participants. 
On 1 October 2014 the reviewer issued a discussion paper to provide some background to the review process and 
to stimulate comment from interested parties. A link from which the discussion paper can be downloaded was 
emailed to the key industry stakeholders, as well as all persons in occupational categories licensed or registered 
by the Building Commission. All appointing organisations and adjudicators operating pursuant to the provisions 
of the act are being encouraged to contribute to the review. The reviewers are also seeking the viewpoints of 
relevant members of the legal profession, the courts and legal academia. 
Coinciding with the release of this discussion paper was a public call for written submissions, which closes on 
Friday, 14 November 2014. Members of Parliament are encouraged to put forward the views of their 
constituents. Workshops and consultation meetings over the review period will also assist the review in 
gathering information on the act’s operations and the viewpoints of various stakeholders. Information on the 
progress of the review will be posted on the public consultation page of the Building Commission’s website. The 
link to download the discussion paper is on that page. All inquiries, written submissions and requests to meet 
with the reviewer should be directed to ccareview@commerce.wa.gov.au. Professor Evans is expected to 
conclude the review early in the New Year. 
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